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As his supporters grapple with allegations, 


senator sends letter of 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


For years, they’ve called them- 
selves Democrats, progressives, 
veterans of the women’s rights 
movement — and supporters of U.S. 
Sen Al Franken. 

That last part isn’t uttered so easi- 
ly now. 

“I trusted him,” Sandra Pietron of 
St. Paul, a supporter of Franken, 
said Friday, drawing her words 


apology to accuser 


carefully to ensure they carried 
weight. “I’m deeply disappointed.” 
Pietron and a hundred or so like- 
minded women — supporters of not 
only the post-Trump women’s 
movement but its modern forebears 
like the Equal Rights Amendment 
of the 1970s — gathered in the Capi- 
tol Rotunda in St. Paul bearing signs 
that read “I believe her.” It’s a state- 
ment of solidarity with women com- 
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U.S. Sen. Al 
Franken is 
accused of 
groping and 
kissing a 
woman 
without her 
consent. 


e Page 6A: GOP women 
divided over supporting 
Alabama candidate Moore. 


e Page 8A: Woman wants 
Franken’s name off rape 
victims’ bill he helped craft. 
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him. Franken backers stunned 


In letter, former Franken female staffers say 
senator treated us with the utmost respect 


By Ed O'Keefe 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Some former 
female staffers of Sen. Al Franken, 
D-Minn., spoke out Friday in his 
defense, saying he had treated 
women with respect while they 
worked in his office. 

The statement came on the same 
day that Leeann Tweeden, the Los 
Angeles radio news anchor who 
accused Franken of kissing and 


groping her against her will, said 
that she had heard directly from the 
senator and is willing to meet with 
him to discuss the allegations. 

The statement is co-signed by 
eight former Franken staffers who 
have worked for him since he was 
elected to the Senate in 2008. It 
reads, “Many of us spent years 
working for Senator Franken in 
Minnesota and Washington. In our 
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State football 


Emotional at the end 


JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 


Apple Valley senior Tyler Cardella and his teammates watch the final moments of Elk River's 51-40 
win over the Eagles in a Class 5A semifinal Friday at U.S. Bank Stadium. In Apple Valley's deepest 
playoff run since the school’s 1993 state title, the Eagles fell prey to the Elks’ record-setting running 
attack, which rushed for 700 yards — and passed for zero — to earn the victory. Story, Page 1B 


Trapped in downtown St. Paul — but where? 


Police, firefighters credited with man’s difficult rescue on chilly night 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


“Help!” a man called repeatedly 
after falling about 40 feet last 
week and landing in a small space 
between a downtown St. Paul 
parking garage and building. 

He dialed 911 from his cellphone 
and reported he woke up in the 
middle of an alley and was 
between buildings. He said he 
couldn’t move his leg. He con- 
veyed that he was near Cedar 
Street and Kellogg Boulevard but 


didn’t know exactly where. 

Police officers searched the area, 
but finding the man was difficult 
as his voice echoed between the 
buildings and around the parking 
ramp, said Sgt. Mike Ernster, a St. 
Paul police spokesman. After 
nearly an hour, two officers found 
the man and firefighters set up a 
complicated rescue. 

The leaders of the St. Paul police 
and fire departments praised 
their employees’ work on Friday. 

“Tm incredibly proud of our offi- 
cers,” said Police Chief Todd 


Axtell. “They knew someone was 
in trouble and needed help — and 
they never gave up. Thanks to 
their persistence, and the excep- 
tional work of the St. Paul Fire 
Department, the man survived 
and is expected to recover. If not 
for the great work of our public 
servants, this story could have 
had a different, more tragic end- 
ing.” 

The police and fire departments 
said it’s a mystery how the man 
wound up between the Capital 
City Plaza Parking Ramp on East 


Fourth Street near Cedar Street 
and the building next to it. 

Paramedics took the man to 
Regions Hospital with a badly bro- 
ken leg, Ernster said. 

“He was in a very precarious sit- 
uation,” said St. Paul Acting Fire 
Chief Matt Simpson. “The only 
way he could get into that predica- 
ment was falling from the second 
level of the parking garage. ... He 
was unable to get out due to his 
injuries and the position he had 
fallen into.” 

Firefighters could get to the man 
only from above — from the 
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Minnesota 
teachers 
talk safety 
with Trump 
officials 


Feds’ school discipline 
policy is subject 
of meeting in D.C. 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


Twin Cities teachers who have 
been assaulted on the job met with 
Trump administration officials Fri- 
day in Washington to discuss feder- 
al policy on school discipline. 

The group includes John Ekblad, 
whose teaching 
career ended when 
a St. Paul student 
choke-slammed him 
during a lunchroom 
fight, and Deb York, 
a retired Edina 
teacher who was 
body-slammed by a 
first-grader. 

In an email to the Pioneer Press, 
York said her goal is to get school 
management to implement and 
enforce safety policies “so teachers 
can teach and kids can learn in a 
healthy, risk/trauma-free environ- 
ment.” 

Last year, York’s testimony helped 
strengthen a Minnesota law that 
warns teachers about students with 
a history of classroom violence. She 
wants similar protections to be 
enacted nationwide. 

The meeting comes almost four 
years after a letter from President 
Obama’s education department dis- 
couraged schools from suspending 
kids for nonviolent misbehavior and 
warned against punishing students 
of color more harshly. 

In a January 2014 speech, then-ed- 
ucation secretary Arne Duncan said 
adults, not children, are responsible 
for high rates of suspensions in cer- 
tain schools and states. 

“That huge disparity is not caused 
by differences in children; it’s 
caused by differences in training, 
professional development and disci- 
pline policies. It is adult behavior 
that needs to change,” he said. 

Critics of the letter say real differ- 
ences in student behavior are driv- 
ing the disparities and that the 
focus on suspensions data has made 
schools more dangerous. 

Trump’s education department 
has rescinded Obama’s guidance on 


John Ekblad 
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Looking for something to do? From dining out 
to heading outdoors, options abound. 
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